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11th Sunday of Ordinary Time ( Cycle B) 17th June 2018


MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 
Sat : 6pm 16/6: Intentions Magee Family
Sun :10am 17/6: Intentions of Fr John Forsthe 42 yrs a priest
Mon: 9am 18/6: John Dempsey RIP
Mon:1pm 18/6: Kevin O' Hare RIP
Tues: 9am 19/6: Intentions of Emer &Maurice Cassidy & Family
Tues: 1pm 19/6: Francis Casement RIP
Wed: 9am 20/6: Brendan Sharkie RIP
Wed: 1pm 20/6: Joan Mills RIP
Thurs: 9am 21/6: Intentions of Donor
Thurs: 1pm 21/6: Margaret Fleming RIP
Fri: 9am 22/6: Wellbeing of Annie Dempsey (sick)
Fri 1pm 22/6: Josie Treanor (birthday)
Fri: 6pm 22/6: Gerald Forsythe ~RIP
Sat: 9am 23/6: Johanna O' Connor RIP
Sat: 1pm 23/6: Peter & Mary Glen RIP
Sat: 6pm 23/6: Wellbeing of Kevin Kearney 

Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers: Paddy Gilliland, Michael Ryan, Peter Monaghan, Joe Faszcza & Betty, Jack Burns, Jan & Malachy, Martin Donaghy, James, Clare, Terry Fullerton, Elsie Cooney, Eileen Delaney, Anne Lambe, Donna Carey, Danny Mc Kee, David, Dolores Kelly, Dinny Murphy, Sinead Ward, Colette Kearney, Sarah Keyland, Cian Travers, P McCloskey, Mary O’ Neill, Maria Antonia Peres, Shannah Smyth, Pat Carville, Sheila Smith, Barry Mulholland, Paul Connolly, Joan Smith, Briege, Kumacho, Nora Mc Mahon, Marie Mc Guigan, Paul Kelly, Annie Crawford, Nuala Mailey, Paul Mc Larnon, Patsy Mullan, Larry Mc Gurk, Bernadette Boswell, Seán & Phyliss Smyth, , Linda McDonald, Christopher Browne, Kevin Heaney, Louise Green, Marian Hunter, Colm Gallagher, Margaret Mc Cafferty, Anna, Kohl Thelis, Deirdre O'Neill, Bridie Mc Crossan, Brenda McKervey, Margaret McCriskin, Margaret Mc Kenna, Jean Kelly, Joseph Duffy, Elizabeth Magee, Joel Rivera, Nora McDonagh, Maire Mc Kenna, Eddie & Pat O' Neill, Billy Houston, Mick Hughes, Annie Mc Nally. Patrick McAnulty; Tony Lindsay, Paddy McGeogh; Alex Vernon, Kathleen McMullan, Sean Mc Donnell, Eadie Staton, Gretta Whyte, Eileen Foley, Howard Marshall, Michael O' Neill (Canada).Irene Lee, Philomena Lee; Anne Marie, Martin Jones; Jeannette Lee, Jim McAnespy, Charlotte Miskelly, Christopher Brown, Nell Mathews, Gary White, Brendan Mc Cormick.

LAST WEEK COLLECTION: £510 
THIS WEEK TWO COLLECTIONS:     1. Upkeep of the Church
                                                                       2. Diocesan Peter's Pence 
NEXT WEEK TWO COLLECTIONS: 1. Running expenses of the church
                                                                     2. World meeting of families
                                   (PLEASE BE GENEROUS TO WMOF COLLECTION.)
FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION : £285
SILVER CIRCLE: Bridget Burns; Rosaleen Rice

DIIOCESAN PILGRIMMAGE TO LOURDES: There are a few places left on the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes (11-16 July.)  If anyone is interested they should contact the Pilgrimage Office on 028 9064 6040 or email  lourdes@downandconnor.org. Fr. Gerard Fox
GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS: The Parish of St Mary’s is part of the Diocese of Down and Connor and operates in accordance with the diocesan privacy notice - a copy of which is available from the parish office, if needed. 

SUNDAY READINGS
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I, the Lord, bring low the high tree and lift high the lowly tree.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 92:2–3,13–16
They that are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6–10
The lives of all are to be revealed before the tribunal of Christ.
Gospel Reading: Mark 4:26–34
The reign of God is like a mustard seed.
Background on the Gospel Reading
After Lent, the Easter season, and three Sundays of feast days—Pentecost, Most Holy Trinity, and Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ—the Church returns to Ordinary Time. This Sunday’s Gospel from Mark carries a significant message regarding faith and the Kingdom of God.
In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus appears reluctant to reveal his identity as the Son of God. After performing miracles of healing, he warns those cured to tell no one (see Mark 1:44, 3:12, 5:43, 7:36, and 8:26). Also, when preaching, Jesus chooses to speak to the crowds in parables, leaving them to discern his message. Only to his disciples does he explain the parable’s meaning, and he does this in private at a later time.
Today’s Gospel Reading consists of two parables about seeds. In the first, Jesus tells those gathered that this is “how it is with the kingdom of God.” A man scatters seed which over time sprouts and develops. Then when the grain is ripe, the man harvests his crop. The emphasis in the parable is on the seed, which seemingly has the power to grow on its own. In this it is like the Kingdom of God. While on earth, Jesus planted the seeds of the kingdom by his life, miracles, teaching, and suffering. However, the kingdom is not yet fully established. Although already present in Jesus and his group of twelve, it has yet to come to fruition; just as the seed in the parable needs time to grow, so does God’s kingdom.
The second parable focuses on the tiny mustard seed. Though not the smallest of all seeds, it is most likely the smallest that a first-century farmer in Jesus’ part of the world would have sown. Small as the mustard seed is, it develops into a tree. Though the mustard tree generally averages only nine to twelve feet in height, it has a wide expanse and provides a nesting place for birds. Just as the tree welcomes the birds, so is God’s kingdom welcoming and open to many.
These parables help us discern something about the kingdom of God and our own faith. In God we live and move and have our being, but God is a mystery and his kingdom, though present, has not yet come into its fullness. Today, the Kingdom of God is present in the Church. The mission of proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom given to the Apostles is now given to us. But just as seeds need time to come to fruition, so does the Kingdom of God. That is why in the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, “thy kingdom come.” We know that it will come in its fullness at the end of time. All we need is faith. 
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MESSAGE FROM FR. JAMES: 
I have been Administrator of St Mary's since August 7th 2007. As from June 20th 2018 I am stepping down as Administrator. Bishop Noel Treanor and Mill Hill leadership know of this and are accepting of my decision. 
Serving at St Mary's has been a fruitful time for me in my priestly ministry and now I am ready to hand over to a successor. St Mary's is a blessed place and the parishioners who reside within our parish boundaries and the non- parish people who frequent here on a daily basis for Mass or for whatsoever, are the salt of the earth. St Mary's is a very special sacred space, an oasis of peace, right at city centre since 1784. I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to serve at St Mary's for the past 11 years of my priestly ministry. 
Stepping down as Administrator does not mean that I am leaving St Mary's immediately. It is the beginning of a gradual process of moving out. From the 20th June till 20th July I intend to spend time in Donegal. After that I will dip in and out for some time until I finally leave. It would be my wish that sometime before I finally go that we could celebrate together. 
Note, I did not say I am retiring. I am too young for that!!! I want to continue doing something. I do not yet know what kind of priestly ministry the future holds for me. Although stepping down as Administrator and leaving St Mary's has been completely my own free choice, it wasn't my plan A. Plan A would be to stay at St Mary's. But circumstances, nothing to do with St Mary's or the diocese, dictated to me that I go for plan B. And I firmly believe that many times this is how the Holy Spirit works. So I wait and see how God may write straight on crooked lines and what plan B might hold for me. 
My assignment to St Mary's in 2007 was something I certainly didn't want. We had just finished beautiful renovation work on our Church in Southampton and everyone was on a high. I was very happy there. In a spirit of obedience to superiors I could then believe in, and could communicate with, I grudgingly accepted to come to St Mary's, which would certainly have been my plan B. At St Mary's, God did write straight for me on what initially appeared to me to be crooked lines. I came to very much appreciate all that St Mary's stands for and remaining here would now be my plan A. So let us watch this space and pray for me that I discern what the Holy Spirit has in mind for me in the future. 
I want to thank all the wonderful people I have met and keep meeting at St Mary's . I look forward to publicly saying thank you to everyone before I finally take leave of you.      Fr. James. 

