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23nd Sunday of Ordinary Time (Cycle B) 9nd September 2018

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK:                             
Sat: 6pm    8/9:           Rose Taggart RIP
Sun :10am 9/9:           Orla Sherdan RIP
Mon: 9am  10/9:           Johanna O’Connor RIP
Mon:1pm   10/9:         Tony McAulay  RIP
Tues: 9am   11/9:         Bridie Doherty RIP
Tues: 1pm  11/9:         Mary McCrudden RIP
Wed: 9am  12/9:          Noreen Killeen RIP                                      
Wed: 1pm  12/9:          Wellbeing of Liam McAree
Thurs: 9am 13/9:          Wellbeing of John Joe Knocker
Thurs: 1pm 13/9:         Danny and Celia McGrillen RIP
Fri: 9am      14/9:          Private Intentions of Donor
Fri 1pm       14/9:         Lily Bright RIP
Fri: 6pm     14/9:          Thomas McFarland  RIP
Sat: 9am    15/9:           Holy Souls in Purgatory
Sat: 1pm    15/9:          Rose Taggart RIP  41st Anniversary
Sat: 6pm    15/9:           Michael Curran RIP

Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers:  Paddy Gilliland, Michael Ryan,  Peter Monaghan, Joe  Faszcza & Betty, Jan & Malachy, Martin Donaghy,   James, Clare, Terry Fullerton, Elsie Cooney, Eileen Delaney, Anne Lambe, Donna Carey, , Danny Mc Kee, David, Dolores Kelly, Dinny Murphy, Sinead Ward, Colette Kearney, Sarah Keyland, Cian Travers, P McCloskey, Mary O’ Neill, Maria Antonia Peres, Shannah Smyth, Pat Carville, Sheila Smith, Barry Mulholland, Paul Connolly, Joan Smith, Briege,  Kumacho,  Nora Mc Mahon, Marie Mc Guigan, Annie Crawford, Nuala Mailey, Paul Mc Larnon, Larry Mc Gurk,  Bernadette Boswell, Seán & Phyliss Smyth,   , Linda McDonald, Christopher Browne, Kevin Heaney,   Louise Green, Marian Hunter, Colm Gallagher, Margaret Mc Cafferty, Anna, Kohl Thelis, Deirdre O'Neill,   Bridie Mc Crossan, Brenda McKervey, Margaret McCriskin,  Margaret Mc Kenna, Jean Kelly, Joseph Duffy, Elizabeth Magee,   Joel Rivera, Nora McDonagh, Maire Mc Kenna, Eddie & Pat  O' Neill,   Billy Houston, Mick Hughes, Annie Mc Nally.Patrick McAnulty; Tony Lindsay, Pdddy McGeogh; Alex Vernon,  Kathleen McMullan,  Sean Mc Donnell,  Eadie Staton, Gretta Whyte, Eileen Foley,  Michael O' Neill (Canada).Irene Lee, Philomena Lee; Anne Marie, Martin Jones; Jeannette Lee, Jim McAnespy, Charlotte Miskelly, Christopher Brown, Ann Hanna, Nell Mathews, Gary White, Brendan Mc Cormick.

LAST WEEK TWO COLLECTION: 1.  Running Expenses of the Church  £275
                                                                 2.  Diocesan Priests Welfare    £446
THIS WEEK ONE COLLECTION:   Heating and Electricity
NEXT WEEK TWO COLLECTION: 1.  Running Expenses of the Church
                                                                 2. Diocesan Priests Autumn Collection
FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION: £281 
SILVER CIRCLE:    Winners  Sarah Harvey  and Eamon McCrossan             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND    The next Marriage Encounter Weekend will be held in Dromantine Conference Centre, Newry on 5th -7th October 2018.   For more information and / or booking visit www.marriageencounter.ie  or call 028 7135 9612 or (087) 784 0408.
ANNUAL MacMILLAN COFFEE MORNING in Fr O’Donnell Hall on Friday 28 September from 9.30am-2.30pm. Come and enjoy a cup of tea/coffee and scones and a bit of “craic” and support our annual MacMillan Coffee Morning. 

SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading
 Isaiah 35:4-7a
Isaiah prophesies about God’s vindication.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 146:7,8-9,9-10
A song of praise to God
Second Reading
James 2:1-5
James teaches that there is to be no partiality within the Christian community.
Gospel Reading
Mark 7:31-37
Jesus restores a man’s hearing and speech
Ephphatha
In today’s Gospel Jesus heals a man who was deaf and who had a speech impediment, unable to hear or speak God’s word of truth. Jesus says “Ephphatha” which means BE OPENED. Immediately this man was healed. 

During this Season of Creation we are all urged to listen to the cry of the earth. Scientists are now telling us that unless drastic action is taken we will lose the battle against the environmental destruction which this world is faced with. The worldwide heatwave and drought which we experienced this summer is one example of how our planet is under pressure. Yet change is possible. All it takes is one good person to restore hope. As followers of Christ we have a duty to lead the way in caring for God’s beautiful creation. What prevents us from hearing these messages? We can be cynical and say that the issue is too big, that it is up to governments to sort out. 

Ephphatha! We start where we are and do what we can. This week can you encourage your family to make small changes in the home such as ensuring all waste is correctly recycled, composting, encouraging one another to use public transport or walk/cycle when possible? A very simple action is to reduce the use of plastic by buying a reusable water bottle or coffee cup which removes so much waste from landfill and sends a powerful message. We begin with the small actions and encourage others to do the same. “Ephphatha”, let us all be open to this call to care for our common home. 
[You can find out more at www.seasonofcreation.org ]

RCIA PROGRAMME       A JOURNEY IN FAITH
 commences October 18th 2018 at 7.00 PM.
in St Marys Chapel Lane, Belfast
Contact Anne McCrossan Tel: 02890 320482 Fionnuala Email fionnuala.mclernon@btinternet.com Fr Brain McCann Email: stlukes@downandconnor.org 


It is impossible to think of a conversion of our activity as a Church that does not include the active participation of all the members of God's People. Indeed, whenever we have tried to replace, or silence, or ignore, or reduce the People of God to small elites, we end up creating communities, projects, theological approaches, spiritualities and structures without roots, without memory, without faces, without bodies and ultimately, without lives. [This is clearly seen in a peculiar way of understanding the Church's authority, one common in many communities where sexual abuse and the abuse of power and conscience have occurred. Such is the case with clericalism, an approach that "not only nullifies the character of Christians, but also tends to diminish and undervalue the baptismal grace that the Holy Spirit has placed in the heart of our people". Clericalism, whether fostered by priests themselves or by lay persons, leads to an excision in the ecclesial body that supports and helps to perpetuate many of the evils that we are condemning today. To say "no" to abuse is to say an emphatic "no" to all forms of clericalism. Pope Francis  Letter to survivors of Clerical Sexual Abuse


Rosary on the Coast for Life and Faith, Ireland    
[bookmark: LPlnk1971561]Following the passing of the referendum removing the protection for unborn babies in Ireland we ask you to come and pray the Rosary on the Coasts of Ireland on October 7th, 2018 for the protection of unborn babies & for the strengthening of the Catholic Faith here. Sign up to a location in Ireland.  www.coastalrosaryireland.ie 

Legal Profession Interdenominational Service at 3.30 PM in St Mary’s Church, Chapel Lane on Sunday 9 September.

Overseas Volunteers Required!  Volunteer Carpenters, Builders, Media Specialists, Early Childhood Practitioners, Occupational Therapists, Primary/Secondary Teachers, Accountants, Social Workers, Farmers...required for placements on Missions in Africa, SE Asia and the Caribbean.  No previous overseas exp required, no upper age limit! Volunteer training programme begins 22nd September in Dublin -open to all! Contact Viatores Christi +353-1-8689986 or email apply@viatoreschristi.com for more info.

ELISHA AGNEW (KELLY) RIP: Elisha died on Friday evening. May she rest in peace.  Elisha is the daughter of Michael and Theresa (nee Morgan) Kelly. Elisha got MS in her early 20’S  and gradually deteriorated. She has been in the  Musgrave hospital for nearly 2 years..  She was 33 years when she died. Alisha’s funeral mass will be from St Theresa’s on the Glen Road on Tuesday 11th  September at 12 noon.   The priests of St Mary’s and the parish community offer their condolences to all of Elisha’s family. 





