ST MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Chapel Lane, Belfast BT1 1JJ  
Tel: 028 90 32 04 82: www.stmarysbelfast.org        Registered Charity N0: NO: 103983
E-mail:  stmarys@downandconnor.org
    Priests:  Fr. John Nevin MHM; Fr Gerald Doyle MHM                                                                                                                                                                                                  
4th Sunday of Ordinary Time (Cycle C) 3rd February 2019                                                                                                                                    

MASSES FOR THE WEEK:                             
[bookmark: __DdeLink__765_14949946851]Sat: 6pm   2/2:   Alex Vernon
Sun :10am  3/2:  Wellbeing of Lucy Mc Donald
Mon: 9am   4/2:   Wellbeing of Christine Devon  
Mon:1pm    4/2:   In Honour of Sacred Heart       
Tues: 9am  5/2:   Holy Souls     
Tues: 1pm   5/2:  Wellbeing of John Allen           
Wed: 9am  6/2:    Wellbeing of Christopher Allen        
Wed: 1pm   6/2:   Holy Souls    
Thurs 9am  7/2:   Wellbeing of Eugene Allen    
Thurs: 1pm 7:/2:  Veronica Kerr RIP & living family members   
Fri: 9am      8/2:  Wellbeing of Margaret Maitland & Family
Fri 1pm     8/2:     Wellbeing of Tony Valante     
Fri: 6pm    8/2:     Mary O’ Kane RIP    
Sat: 9am   9/2:     Intentions of the Mc Cann Family  
Sat: 1pm   9/2:     Wellbeing of Sean Gribben      
[bookmark: __DdeLink__16065_3374775727111][bookmark: __DdeLink__841_117580164611]Sat: 6 pm  9/2:  Wellbeing of Maureen Mc Mahon

Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers:  Martin Donaghy, James, Clare, Eileen Delaney, Anne Lambe, Donna Carey, Danny Mc Kee, David,  Colette Kearney, Sarah Keyland, P McCloskey,   Barry Mulholland, Paul Connolly, Joan Smith, Briege, Marie Mc Guigan, Annie Crawford,  Paul Mc Larnon, Larry Mc Gurk, Seán & Phyliss Smyth,  Linda McDonald, Kevin Heaney,  Louise Green, Marian Hunter, Colm Gallagher, Margaret Mc Cafferty, Bridie Mc Crossan, Brenda McKervey, Margaret McCriskin,  Margaret Mc Kenna, Jean Kelly, Elizabeth Magee,   Joel Rivera, Nora McDonagh, Maire Mc Kenna, Eddie O' Neill,  Mick Hughes, Annie McNally. Patrick McAnulty; Tony Lindsay, Paddy McGeogh; Alex Vernon, Kathleen McMullan,  Sean Mc Donnell, Gretta Whyte, Eileen Foley, Irene Lee, Philomena Lee; Anne Marie, Martin Jones; Jeannette Lee, Jim McAnespy, Charlotte Miskelly, Christopher Brown, Ann Hanna, Gary White, Anne Louise Fitzpatrick. and Christopher Browne, Fr Brian and John Mayes, Maureen Kane, Angela Coan, Josie McDermott, Eamon Mc Crossan.

LAST WEEK TWO COLLECTION. Upkeep of the Church   £556                                                             
THIS  WEEK ONE COLLECTIONS:   1.  Running exp. Of the Church
                                                             2.Diocesan Priests Welfare        
NEXT WEEK ONE COLLECTION:    Heating and Electricity
     FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION:  £265
SILVER CIRCLE WINNERS:  
Discerning
When Jesus, in the synagogue of Nazareth, reads the passage of the prophet Isaiah, he discerns the content of the mission for which he was sent, and presents it to those who awaited the Messiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour (Lk 4:18-19).                                                                                                              In the same way, each of us can discover his or her own vocation only through spiritual discernment. This is “a process by which a person makes fundamental choices, in dialogue with the Lord and listening to the voice of the Spirit, starting with the choice of one’s state in life” (SYNOD OF BISHOPS, XV ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY, Youth, Faith and Vocational Discernment, II, 2).


SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading
Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19
The Lord assures Jeremiah that he will deliver him from all who fight against him.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 71:1-2,3-4,5-6,15,17 A song in praise of God's salvation
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13  Paul describes love as the greatest of virtues.
Gospel Reading
Luke 4:21-30   Jesus is rejected in his hometown of Nazareth.
Prophet to the Nations: 
God’s words in today’s First Reading point us beyond Jeremiah to Jesus. Like Jeremiah, Jesus was consecrated in the womb and sent as a “prophet to the nations” (see Luke 1:31–33).
Like the prophets before Him, Jesus too faces hostility. In today’s Gospel, the crowd in His hometown synagogue quickly turns on Him, apparently demanding a sign, some proof of divine origins—that He’s more than just “the son of Joseph.”
The sign He gives them is that of the prophets Elijah and Elisha. From their colorful careers Jesus draws two stories. In each, the prophets bypass “many . . . in Israel” to bestow God’s blessings on non-Israelites who had faith that the prophets were men of God (see 1 Kings 17:1–16; 2 Kings 5:1–14). “None . . . not one” in Israel was found deserving, Jesus emphasizes.
His point isn’t lost on His audience. They know He’s likening them to the “many . . . in Israel” in the days of the prophets. That’s why they try to shove Him off the cliff. As He promised to protect Jeremiah, the Lord delivers Jesus from those who would crush Him.
And as were Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is sent to proclaim God’s gift of salvation—not exclusively to one nation or people, but to all who realize in faith that from the womb God alone is their hope, their rescuer, their “rock of refuge,” as we sing in today’s Psalm.
Prophecies, Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, are partial and pass away “when the perfect comes.” In Jesus, the word of the prophets has been brought to perfection, fulfilled in those who have ears to hear, as He declares in today’s Gospel.
Greater than the gifts of faith and hope, Jesus shows us how to love as He loved—to love God as our Father, as the one who formed us in the womb and destined us to hear His saving Word.
This is the salvation, the “mighty works of the Lord,” that we, like the psalmist, are thankful to proclaim daily in the Eucharist.        Scott Hahn                           




DIOCESAN VOCATION WEEKEND
“Ask Jesus what he wants from you and be brave!” (Pope Francis) Why not take time to explore and reflect on becoming a priest. Join us at the Vocations Weekend in Drumalis Retreat Centre, Larne from Friday 15 – Sunday 17 February 2019. If you wish to attend this weekend or would like further information contact: Fr. Kevin Tel: 02890614567; Email: vocations@downandconnor.org

Dublin Medjugorje Pilgrimage Group for the Youth Festival 2019 at August Bank Holiday Weekend. One of the biggest events of the year in Medjugorje. ex Dublin costs €725 pps for 7 nights. Payment can also be made in instalments Contact James Treacy 061-921470 or contact Joe Walsh Tours on 01-2410800 


"The West Belfast Historical Society is meeting on Friday the 8th of February at 7.30pm in St. Michael's Parish Centre on Finaghy Road North (Access via Church Gateway on Finaghy Road North just before the garage opposite the Church at junction with Andersonstown Road).        The February talk is entitled "HAPPENINGS IN THE LEAD UP TO WW1"      The guest speaker will be "Dr. STEPHEN GOSS"      All are Welcome to Attend and Refreshments will be provided


Greetings from Rome!
My name is Floriana and I am happy to introduce you our Santa Teresa Couderc Pilgrims Centre in Rome, accommodating up to 120 people, bed & breakfast or half/full board, in a peaceful and welcoming environment.Only 20 minutes far from Saint Peter’s Basilica,  the Pilgrims Centre is managed from a lay Association.The building  is surrounded from a private park and there is an inside free coach parking.
The rooms are single, double and multiple, all with en-suite shower room and air conditioning (simple but very clean and comfortable).Meeting rooms, a conference hall and a Chapel are available for our guests activities. All the building is WiFi connected. Breakfast and lunch/dinner, with typical Italian dishes,  are made in the kitchen of our restaurant. Please visit our website  www.centropellegrini.it. Feel free to email or call us for any other information.




  



