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SOLEMNITY OF ST PATRICK  (Cycle C) 17th March 2019

MASSES FOR THE WEEK:   
[bookmark: __DdeLink__841_1175801646112221111][bookmark: __DdeLink__16065_33747757271112221111][bookmark: __DdeLink__717_1239769608211111]Sat: 6 pm     16/3:    Intentions of the McGee Family   
Sun :10am 17/3:    Dan & Thomas Breen RIP
Mon: 9am   18/3:   Holy Souls
Mon: 1pm   18/3:   John Porter 17th Anniversary 
Tues: 9am  19/3:   Alun Jones RIP
Tues: 1pm  19/3:  Pat Crossan RIP
Wed:  9am  20/3: Holy Souls
Wed   1pm  20/3:   Christine Butler RIP
Thurs 9am  21/3:  Wellbeing of Annie Dempsey
Thurs: 1pm 21/3:   Joe Porter RIP 13th Anniversary
Fri: 9am      22/3:   Jimmy Stewart RIP
Fri 1pm       22/3:  Jim & Eileen Dickson RIP
Fri: 6pm      22/3:   Maurice Roche RIP
Sat: 9am     23/3:   Diarmuid Lawlor RIP
Sat: 1pm     23/3:   Joe Monaghan RIP 1st Anniversary
[bookmark: __DdeLink__841_117580164611222211][bookmark: __DdeLink__16065_3374775727111222211]Sat: 6 pm    23/3:   Lily Haughian RIP
[bookmark: __DdeLink__16065_33747757272111][bookmark: __DdeLink__16065_33747757275]       
Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers:  Martin Donaghy, James, Clare, Eileen Delaney, Anne Lambe, Donna Carey, Danny Mc Kee, David,  Colette Kearney, Sarah Keyland, P McCloskey,   Barry Mulholland, Paul Connolly, Joan Smith, Briege, Marie Mc Guigan, Annie Crawford,  Paul Mc Larnon, Larry Mc Gurk, Seán & Phyliss Smyth,  Linda McDonald, Kevin Heaney,  Louise Green, Marian Hunter, Colm Gallagher, Margaret Mc Cafferty, Bridie Mc Crossan, Brenda McKervey, Margaret McCriskin,  paul Kelly, Margaret Mc Kenna, Jean Kelly, Elizabeth Magee,   Joel Rivera, Nora McDonagh, Maire Mc Kenna, Eddie O' Neill,  Mick Hughes, Annie McNally. Patrick McAnulty; Tony Lindsay, Paddy McGeogh; Alex Vernon, Kathleen McMullan,  Sean Mc Donnell, Gretta Whyte, Eileen Foley, Michael O' Neill (Canada).Irene Lee, Philomena Lee; Anne Marie, Martin Jones; Jeannette Lee, Jim McAnespy, Charlotte Miskelly, Christopher Brown, Ann Hanna, Gary White, Anne Louise Fitzpatrick. and Christopher Browne, Fr Brian and John Mayes, Maureen Kane.

LAST WEEK ONE COLLECTION: Heating and Electricity £630                                       
THIS  WEEK TWO COLLECTION: 1. Running Exp. Of Church 
                                                         2. Diocesan Collection for Needy Parishes
NEXT WEEK TWO COLLECTION: Upkeep of Church
FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION:  £360
SILVER CIRCLE WINNERS: Agnes O’Reilly and Monica Curran

                                         In His Footsteps:                                                                      
Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose love and total devotion to and trust in God should be a shining example to each of us. So complete was his trust in God, and of the importance of his mission, he feared nothing -not even death.
"The Breastplate," Patrick's poem of faith and trust in God:   "Christ be within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ inquired, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger."

SUNDAY READINGS
1st Reading: Amos 7:12-15
Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’

Responsorial: Psalm 115:12–19
Response: To you, Lord, I will offer a sacrifice of praise.

2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
You know, my brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

Gospel  Matthew 13: 24-32 ( Reading is in The Sunday Message)

While Patrick was working as a shepherd in Ireland he underwent a conversion experience. In his Confessions we read,    “The Lord there made me aware of my unbelief that I might at last advert to my sins and turn wholeheartedly to the Lord my God. He showed concern for my weakness and pity for my youth and ignorance; he watched over me before I got to know him and before I was able to distinguish good from evil. In fact he protected me and comforted me as a father would his son.”(Confessions §1)                                                                                So when Patrick came to Ireland he became aware of the state of his soul, and converted, finding new life from God. He became a man of deep prayer. Again in his Confessions we read, “After I had come to Ireland I daily used to feed cattle, and I prayed frequently during the day; the love of God and the fear of Him increased more and more, and faith became stronger, and the spirit was stirred; so that in one day I said about a hundred prayers, and in the night nearly the same;  so that  I used even to remain in the woods and in the mountains; before daylight I used to rise to prayer, through snow, through frost, through rain, and I felt no harm; nor was there any slothfulness in me, as I now perceive, because the spirit was then fervent within me.” (Confessions §6)

HAIL, GLORIOUS ST PATRICK
Hail, glorious St. Patrick, dear saint of our isle,
On us thy poor children bestow a sweet smile;
And now that you’re high in your mansions above,
On Erin's green valleys look down with your love.

On Erin's green valleys, on Erin's green valleys,
On Erin's green valleys look down with your love.

Hail, glorious St. Patrick, thy words were once strong
Against Satan's wiles and a heretic throng;
Not less is thy might where in Heaven thou art;
Oh, come to our aid, in our battle take part!

Thy people, now exiles on many a shore,
Shall love and revere thee till time be no more;
And the fire thou hast kindled shall ever burn bright,
Its warmth undiminished, undying its light.

God bless and defend the sweet land of our birth,
Where the shamrock still blooms as when thou wert on earth,
And our hearts shall yet burn, wherever we roam,
For God and St. Patrick, and our native home. 




The Benedictine Monks, Rostrevor Co. Down, invite men (18-40) to an Easter Triduum Retreat from Holy Thursday 18th April until Sunday 20th April 2019. Take time to reflect. Examine your life and consider your call.If interested, please contact: 
Fr Thierry: benedictinemonks@btinternet.com / +44 (0)28 4173 9979Facebook: Benedictine Monks Rostrevor / Twitter: @rostrevormonks 

Youth 2000 Ulster Retreat -  Monaghan – 12-14th April 2019
The next Youth 2000 Ulster retreat will take place in St Macartans college in Monaghan from 12-14th April.  Ages:  16 – 35 year olds    Cost: Donation Only!

Great CRAIC!!, Excellent Speakers, Inspiring Talks & Workshops, Fantastic music, Group activities, Youth Masses, Adoration, Reconciliation, prayer, Drama, Games & plenty of time to chill out, meet new people and find out what it means to be young & Catholic today!!




  



