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                                        ASCENSION OF THE LORD (CYCLE C) 2nd June 2019

MASSES FOR THE WEEK:                             
Sat : 6pm   1/6:   Eamon Mc Crossan RIP Months Mind
Sun :10am 2/6:   Ann Keon RIP 4th Anniversary
Mon: 9am  3/6:  Thomas Anthony Breen RIP
Mon:1pm   3/6    Fr Hugh Mc Mahon C.M RIP
Tues: 9am 4/6: Teresa Jackson RIP
Tues: 1pm 4/6:  Owen & Marion McGuire RIP
Wed: 9am 5/6:   Thanksgiving in honour of St Joseph 
Wed: 1pm 5/6:    William John O’ Keefe RIP
Thurs:9am 6/6: Margaret Mc Keown RIP
Thurs: 1pm 6/6:   William John O’ Keefe RIP
Fri: 9am 7/6:       Conversion of sinners
Fri 1pm  7/6:       Jack Brady RIP
Fri: 6pm  7/6:      Intentions of Mc Gee Family
Sat:  9am  8/6:    Holy Souls
Sat: 1pm  8/6:     Conversion of sinners
Sat: 6pm 8/6:       Intentions of Donor         
                                                          
Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers: Martin Donaghy, James, Clare, Eileen Delaney, Anne Lambe, Donna Carey, Danny Mc Kee,    David, Colette Kearney, P McCloskey, Barry Mulholland, Paul Connolly, Joan Smith, Briege, Marie Mc Guigan, Annie Crawford, Paul Mc Larnon, Larry Mc Gurk, Seán & Phyliss Smyth, Linda McDonald, Kevin Heaney, Louise Green, Marian Hunter, Colm Gallagher, Margaret Mc Cafferty, Bridie Mc Crossan, Brenda McKervey, Margaret McCriskin, Margaret Mc Kenna, Jean Kelly, Elizabeth Magee, Joel Rivera, Nora McDonagh, Mick Hughes, Annie McNally. Patrick McAnulty; Tony Lindsay, Paddy McGeogh; Alex Vernon, Kathleen McMullan, Sean Mc Donnell, Gretta Whyte, Eileen Foley, Irene Lee, Philomena Lee; Anne Marie, Martin Jones; Jeannette Lee, Jim McAnespy, Charlotte Miskelly, Ann Hanna, Gary White,. and Christopher Browne, Fr Brian and John Mayes, Maureen Kane, Angela Coan, Josie McDermott, Sandra Jones, Tom Brennan, Bob Tierney and Liam Burns.     
                                                                                              
LAST WEEK ONE COLLECTION: £461                                                
THIS WEEK TWO COLLECTIONS: 1. Running exp. Of the Church               
                                                          2. Diocesan Priests Welfare                                                                   
 NEXT WEEK TWO COLLECTIONS: 1. Heating and Electricity                                                                                                                 
                                                             2. Lourdes Pilgrimage Collection                                                          
 FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION: 23/05 £280                          
 SILVER CIRCLE WINNERS: Bridie Thomson and Danny Curran.

SAFEGUARDING NOTICE …  CHILDREN IN CHURCH                                              
 PARENTS - GUARDIANS – TEACHERS, TAKE NOTE                                                                                                                          Due to the fact that not many families live within our parish boundaries, St Mary's does not have many children attending church.  Of course, children do attend sometimes and whenever they attend they are welcome and we always need to be sure that they are safe and secure.  Let us not be caught off guard!!  Should your child need to use toilet facilities whilst in church we would        ask that the guardian with them accompany them there. This would be in accordance with our child protection guidelines. Thank you. (Priests of St Mary's)                                                         


SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11
Jesus is taken up to heaven in the presence of the Apostles.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 47:2-3,6-9
Sing praise to God as he mounts his throne.
Second Reading
Ephesians 1:17-23 or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23
God raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at his right hand.
Gospel Reading
Luke 24:46-53
Jesus is taken to heaven and the disciples remain in Jerusalem awaiting his sending of the Spirit.
In today’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke gives the surprising news that there is more of the story to be told. The story did not end with the empty tomb, or with Jesus’ appearances to the Apostles over the course of forty days. Jesus’ saving work will have a liturgical consummation. He is the great high priest, and He has still to ascend to the heavenly Jerusalem, there to celebrate the feast in the true Holy of Holies.
The truth of this feast shines forth from the Letter to the Hebrews, where we read of the great high priest’s passing through the heavens, the sinless intercessor’s sacrifice on our behalf.
Indeed, His intercession will lead to the Holy Spirit’s descent in fire upon the Church. Luke spells out that promise in the First Reading for the feast of the Ascension: “in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). The Ascension is the preliminary feast that directs the Church’s attention forward to Pentecost. On that day, salvation will be complete; for salvation is not simply expiation for sins (that would be wonder enough), but it is something even greater than that. Expiation is itself a necessary precondition of our adoption as God’s children. To live that divine life we must receive the Holy Spirit. To receive the Holy Spirit we must be purified through Baptism.
The Epistle strikes a distinctively Paschal note. In the early Church, as today, Easter was the normal time for the baptism of adult converts. The sacrament was often called “illumination” or “enlightenment” because of the light that came with God’s saving grace (see, for example, Hebrews 10:32). Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Ephesians, speaks in terms of glory that leads to greater glories still, as Ascension leads to Pentecost: “May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened,” he writes, as he looks to the divinization of the believers. Their “hope” is “his inheritance among the holy ones,” the saints who have been adopted into God’s family and now rule with Him at the Father’s right hand.
This is the “good news” the Apostles are commissioned to spread—to the whole world, to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem—at the Ascension. It’s the good news we must spread today.                   Scott Hahn



“We have One who always defends us, who defends us from the snares of the devil, who defends us from ourselves and from our sins,” “Let us not be afraid to turn to him to ask forgiveness, to ask for a blessing, to ask for mercy! He always pardons us, he is our Advocate: he always defends us! Don’t forget this! The Ascension of Jesus into heaven acquaints us with this deeply consoling reality on our journey: in Christ, true God and true man, our humanity was taken to God. Christ opened the path to us. He is like a roped guide climbing a mountain who, on reaching the summit, pulls us up to him and leads us to God. If we entrust our life to him, if we let ourselves be guided by him, we are certain to be in safe hands, in the hands of our Saviour, of our Advocate.”                                            Pope Francis

Anam Cara Belfast, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding it's monthly Parent Evening for bereaved parents on Wednesday 12th June at 7:20pm in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Belfast, BT8 7XP. This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note there are no Events in July or August. Please contact us on info@anamcara.ie or 085 2888888..

Diploma in Pastoral Theology at Drumalis in association with St Patrick’s Pontifical College, Maynooth
Applications are now being accepted for this two-year, part-time, intensive course which begins in September 2019.  Information available at http://www.drumalis.co.uk or by emailing maura@drumalis.co.uk or by phoning Drumalis during office hours - tel 028 28272196/28276455.

Tobar Mhuire Summer Institute: “Finding a Home in Today’s Church.” The Summer Institute takes place on Thursday 27th / Friday 28th June, facilitated by Kevin Egan and Cora Lambert. At a time of growing uncertainty and confusion for many people in the church today, the Institute will help us reflect upon how we become a welcoming and a missionary church, when many people have a declining sense of belonging to what was once a core part of their life experience.     Conference begins each day at 9.30am and concludes at 5pm. Costs: £35.00 each day (to include light lunch)   Further information from reception: 028448302342 or www.tobarmhuirecrossgar.com

St Mary’s C.B Grammar School GL Registration Event – Current Primary 6 Pupils and their parents are invited to attend our Registration Day for Transfer on Thursday 6th June 2019. Parents can register at any time between 3.30 – 5.00 pm. The registration normally takes about 5 minutes and staff will guide parents through the process. All enquiries to the Principal Tel: 028902940000 (www.stmaryscbgs.com)







 




  



