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Tel: 028 90 32 04 82: www.stmarysbelfast.org        Registered Charity N0: NO: 103983
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                    Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time (Cycle C) 7th July 2019

[bookmark: _Hlk12100694]MASSES FOR THE WEEK:                             
[bookmark: _Hlk12100900][bookmark: _Hlk13311266]Sat: 6pm 13/7:    Alec & Alice (RIP) Vernon Wedding Anniversary
Sun :10am 14/7:  
Mon: 9am 15/7:  Intentions of Frank Mc Guinness
Mon:1pm   15/7:  Intentions of Jim Fitzpatrick
Tues: 9am 16/7:  Holy souls
Tues: 1pm 16/7:  Wellbeing Christine Dewar (sick)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wed: 9am 17/7:   Sacred Heart & Holy Souls
Wed: 1pm 17/7:  
Thurs:9am 18/7: 
Thurs: 1pm 18/7:   
Fri: 9am 19/7:     
Fri 1pm 19/7:   
Fri: 6pm 19/7:     
Sat:  9am 20/7:   
Sat:1pm 20/7:    
Sat: 6pm 20/7

Let us remember the SICK in our Prayers: Martin Donaghy, James, Clare, Eileen Delaney, Donna Carey, Danny Mc Kee,    David, Barry Mulholland, Paul Connolly, Joan Smith, Briege, Marie Mc Guigan, Annie Crawford, Paul Mc Larnon, Larry Mc Gurk, Seán & Phyliss Smyth, Linda McDonald, Kevin Heaney, Louise Green, Marian Hunter, Colm Gallagher, Bridie Mc Crossan, Brenda McKervey, Margaret McCriskin, Jean Kelly, Elizabeth Magee, Joel Rivera, Nora McDonagh, Mick Hughes, Annie McNally. Patrick McAnulty; Tony Lindsay, Paddy McGeogh; Alex Vernon, Kathleen McMullan, Sean Mc Donnell, Gretta Whyte, Eileen Foley, Irene Lee, Philomena Lee; Anne Marie, Martin Jones; Jeannette Lee, Jim McAnespy, Charlotte Miskelly, Ann Hanna, Gary White, Christopher Browne, Fr Brian and John Mayes, Maureen Kane, Angela Coan, Josie McDermott, Sandra Jones, Tom Brennan, Bob Tierney and Liam Burns, Christine Dewar.

LAST WEEK ONE COLLECTION: 1. £575.  2.  £505  
THIS WEEK ONE COLLECTION: Heat & Electricity    
NEXT WEEK TWO COLLECTIONS: 1.Running Exp of Church.
                                                            2.  Diocesan Pastoral Needs
FRIDAY BUILDING FUND COLLECTION: £305                       
SILVER CIRCLE WINNERS: Joseph O’ hare, Kevin Gaston, Joan Valente, Geordie Crawford.
Silver Circle resumes July 31

DAILY PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT                                                                                                                        Anoint me this day O Holy Spirit. Direct me and guide me, as you directed and guided the preaching and witnessing of Paul and the Apostles. Send me to that person or place, that you have already chosen to hear the Word of God  and then speak and act through me, as Jesus promised you would for the glory of God  and for the building up of his Kingdom on earth. Amen



SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading
Deuteronomy 30:10-14
Moses reminds the people that God's commandments are not remote but are already in their hearts.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 69:14,17,30-31,36-37
Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.
Second Reading
Colossians 1:15-20
Jesus is the head of the body, the Church.
Gospel Reading
Luke 10:25-37
The parable of the Good Samaritan
Background on the Gospel Reading
As Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem, he is confronted by a scholar of the law who wants to test him. In the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Jesus is asked about the greatest commandment. Here, in Luke's Gospel, the lawyer asks what we must do to inherit eternal life. In the other two Gospels, Jesus answers the question by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5, on loving God with all your heart, and Leviticus 19:18, on loving your neighbour. Here Jesus asks the expert to answer this question, “What is written in the law?” The man is caught and responds with Deuteronomy 6:5. This verse is one of the most important prayers in Judaism, and it was said twice a day in Jesus' time. Love of God and love of neighbour are what is required for eternal life. Jesus' response is simple, “Do this and you will live.”  Having been shown up by Jesus, the lawyer tries another question: Who is my neighbour whom I must love like myself? In the society of Jesus' time, with its distinctions between Jews and Gentiles, men and women, clean and unclean, this was a trick question. Jesus responds with one of the most beautiful of all the parables, the Good Samaritan. It is found only in Luke's Gospel.  The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends 3,300 feet in just 17 miles. Its narrow passes and rocky terrain made it an easy place for bandits to wait for travellers. The traveller in this parable is identified only as “a certain man.” Luke uses this phrase in many of his parables so that the audience, Jew or Gentile, could identify with the man. After the attack, the man is left for dead, naked and bleeding on the side of the road. A priest comes along, but rather than helping, as one might expect, he moves to the other side of the road. Another religious person comes along, a Levite who assists in the Temple. His reaction is the same as the priest's. Both of them choose to not even find out if the man is alive. A third person comes along. The listeners would probably expect him to be an Israelite. This would make the parable a criticism of the religious leadership. Instead he is a Samaritan, an Israelite's most hated neighbour. Samaritans were descendants of Jews from the northern part of the country, who had intermarried with Gentiles and did not worship in Jerusalem. The Samaritan not only goes over to the injured man but cleans his wounds, puts him on his own animal, takes him to an inn to recover, and promises to pay all his expenses. The hated enemy is the compassionate neighbour in this parable.  Jesus has demolished all boundary expectations. It is not social definitions such as class, religion, gender, or ethnicity that determines who is our neighbour. A neighbour is a person who acts with compassion toward another. The point becomes not who deserves to be loved as I love myself, but that I become a person who treats everyone with compassion. When Jesus asks the lawyer who was the neighbour in the story, the lawyer can't bring himself to say it was the Samaritan. All he says is that it was “the one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus' response was similar to that of the first discussion: “Go and do likewise.” The lawyer, and we, know what is right. The key is to do it.

Loyola Press

Pope’s Intentions for the Month of July:
The Integrity of Justice
That those who administer justice may work with integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the world may not have the last word.

Down and Connor Diocesan Bi-Annual Pilgrimage To Fatima           Led by The Most Reverend Bishop Noel Treanor DD.   15-22 August 2019.   7 Nights Full Board Hotel Avenida.   £715 Includes Taxes and Insurance. Pilgrimage Directors Fr G McCloskey and Fr S Gilmore    For Further Details Contact Joe Catney – 028 9071 4001 or 077 7642 5631
Diploma in Pastoral Theology at Drumalis in association with St Patrick’s Pontifical College, Maynooth                                                                                      Applications are now being accepted for this two-year, part-time, intensive course which begins in September 2019.  Information available at http://www.drumalis.co.uk or by emailing maura@drumalis.co.uk or by phoning Drumalis during office hours - tel 028 28272196/28276455.

The Joy of Love in Marriage
A Marriage Enrichment Weekend offers married couples (of all ages ) private time to rekindle the joy of their love. The next Weekend (residential) will be from 13th to 15th September in the Dromantine Conference Centre, Newry and The Lake Hotel Killarney, on 15th -17th November 2019. For info. and to book, visit www.marriageencounter.ie  or call +44 770 281 321  or   +353 87 784 0408. 
Tom and Madeline McCully www.marriageencounter.ie 

[bookmark: _Hlk13311213]Lough Derg 2019: The Three Day Pilgrimage is currently open. You may begin on any day until Tuesday 13th August. Advance booking is not necessary.  The Lough Derg team can help you to co-ordinate public transport or link up with Pilgrimage Organisers in your locality.
Phone Lorraine on 071 9861518 (from NI 00 353 71 9861518) email: info@loughderg.org

“Get Together”, a community of bereaved families, invites you to our "From Inside Out” Conference on 19-9-19 at Riddel Hall, Queen's University, Belfast: Featuring first hand insights from children and families on grief and trauma recovery, and Keynote address by Brid Carroll, Psychotherapist and Chair of the Irish Childhood Bereavement Network.  If your work or volunteering brings you into contact with bereaved children, young people and families, this conference is for you.  CPD certificates issued. For more information or to register,   https://www.cruse.org.uk/from-inside-out-conference 








 




  



